
CHAPTER V 

Helliwells 

The  firm of Helliwells was started in 1889 by a man with that name at a factory in Fountain 
Street, Dudley, to make fenders. fire irons and the like. They appear to have carried on with this class 
of work til1 the early 1930's when they branched out into folded metalwork and made a speciality of 
car windscreen frames. From this it was a natural extension to making windscreens and cabin tops for 
aircraft and this was done at the time of the expansion of the R A F  in the late 30's. They also had a 
factory at Treforest, Glamorgan, for this sort of work but details are scanty. Within a week of the 
formation of the original firm a Mr. H .  Parsons wrote applyingfor the job as a ledger clerk and was 
taken on  at a salary of 4s. a week. Fifty years later he had risen to the highest ranks of the firm. 
Another individual who was to play an important part in the development of Helliwells was Eric 
Sanders who joined it in 1933 at  the age of 27 and who had previously been employed by Auster 
Triplex, who at that time made a very large proportion of British car windscreens. Helliwells was then 
expanding rapidly with this class of work and had extended the factory across the street and even into 
larger premises in Oakeywell Street. Sanders was a man of vision and realising that further expansion 
was hampered by out of date machinery and limited factory space he sold out to his principal 
competitor which enabled him to raise the capital for an improved factory and modern machinery. 
Thinking that if he  was going to make aircraft parts he ought to be on an aerodrome he applied to the 
Walsall Corporation to build a new factory on their aerodrome. This was approved and the factory 
was started in the summer of 1938 (the Harrow crash at  Walsall Aerodrome was seen by men working 
on the roof of the new factory in July 1938). There was an article on Helliwells in the 16 Feb. 1939 issue 
of Flight, which talks about the recently opened factory at Walsall but does not give a precise date. 

Blockidge Dudley Almanack 
1893-1896 Helliwell, J .  H .  Manufacturer Fountain Street, Dudley. 
1897-1898 Helliwell, J .  H .  Manufacturer Fountain Street, Dudley. 

Helliwell. E .  Manufacturer Nelson Road.  
1899- 1902 Helliwell. J .  H.  Manufacturer Oakeywell Street, Dudley. 

From 1903, the format of Dudley Almanack arranges businesses in selected Street order rather 
than alphabetically in Surname order. Unfortunately, Oakeywell Street and Fountain Street are not 
listed. 
Worcestershire Trade Directories 

} F E N D E R M A K E R S  Helliwells Ltd. .  Fountain Street. Dudley. 

1924 
1933 FENDER & FIRE IRONS Helliwells Ltd. ,  Tunnel Foundry. 
1936 HELLTWELLS LTD. ,  

WTNDSCREEN MANUFACTURERS 
Fountain Street & Oakeywell Street. 

1940 HELLIWELLS LTD.,  Fountain Street & Oakeywell Street, 
Dudley. 

ATRCRAFT COMPONENT MANUFACTURERS 

No I-Ielliwells listed under Fender Makers. 

Around this time another well known firm had been developing, which was to affect Helliwells. 
William Lyons had started a firm to manufacture side cars for motor cycles in 1922 at a factory in 
Bloomfield Street, Blackpool. under the name of Swallow Sidecar and Coachbuilding Company. 
They were popular and had a stand at the Motor Show in 1923. so Lyons and William Walmsley 
formed a company to continue this work and moved to larger premises in Cocker Street. They 
prospered and even exported their side cars to Europe. So now they turned their attention to making 
hodies for cars and in 1927 produced a very attractive body on the Austin Seven chassis and in 1928 a 
Morris version. However they had difficulties in getting components from the Micllands. which was 
then the heart of the motor industry. So in 1928 they decidecl to move to Coventry and set up a factory 
in Browns Lane. Within 2 years they had recovered from the move and had had a larger production 
than previously at Blackpool. 

As they were then known Swallow Cars became popular and in 1931 they were offering a Seven 
Coupe and a 16 H P  saloon priced at £310. I remember going down from Cambridge for the Motor 
Show and being impressed with their appearance. Then in 1935 Lyons changed the name of thc firm 
to  S.S. Jaguar, and over the next 1 years they went from strength to strength though they were still 
using main components made by Standard Cars. The next development was to start designing their 
own cngines, but thcy were still producing side cars for motor cycles along with the cars. Howcver in 
1939 car production had to stop as their capacity was fully taken u p  with a large order of side cars for 
the army. After the war car production was restarted and thc sidc car business sold to Helliwells at 
Walsall. Thc latter firm dccided to expand this type of work and produced the Swallow Gadabout with 
a Villiers 125 c.c. engine, which was one of the first scooters and this rcccived good reports in the 
motoring press. 



Swallow Gadabout, 

Distinetive Swaliow Sidecara- 
s s r r p t i o i ~ ~ l l  r o o  d is b i l t  o Th'" ' O u r ' n ~  lhe 
iiiorc roi iv~ii t ioi ial  liiiet. I t  hns a tlii-?r- .bly larpe ha' iocktr  i 
!*ii.cr rrieeii rvith a labric  lroiil aproii aiiil 
>irrpi i  l rame,  ni111 a Iiood. 1.ockrr space 
.r :,inple. niid a r r r e s  to i t  is  ~ ; i i i i e i l  lroiii 
Iwliiii<l tlie ~ r a t .  The  pricr  is  L18 18s. 
I)o1ly olily, £11 1b. 

Tlie list o l  new si(lecars is conipleteil by 
>Ioflel 15, t h e  " r \ s c o t "  two-seoter ' 

salooii. Iii th i s  body aii atliilt har  coiii- 
lor table accoiiiniodatioii in  tlie rear, aiid 
t hrre is aiiiple room iti tlie lroiit for a 

~ n i i i r d  Iiy hingeing t h e  b a c k r e d  o l  t 
Irorit. :eat 1urw:irti. .4 drt:icliable np 

b p r o v e d  by Iiaviiig a d o w i i s \ r ~ p ~  ant1 
flared b i l ,  J. large locker with a reiir 
operiiiig door, a n d  n body 2in. dreper. IL 
has  fluted slioulders, a oiie-piece 5ct.crii 
on a Iiiiiged dasli. aiid a Iiootl. I t i  priv8 
is £19 10s. Body oiily. f 1 2  2s. &l. 

.iii occasional lwo-se:itrr ia the " Hril- 
fo rd  Tourer  <le Luxe,"  .\[odel 9;r. I L  is oii 

( sinlilar liiies to  the  o the r  " Ur(lfoi-(l," liiil 
Iias Iiirge. l r amed  siile scrcens :kili\ : i  tiis- 
appeariiig hootl. Tliis niotlcl co.!* 
£22 15s. Body oiilv £14. 

Tlie " Stai idard ~:diiiich," J[i,<lrl 10. is 
iiow kiioirii a s  the  " Sevcrii " aiiil i-t i i t : i i i i s  

uiicliangrtl. I t  costs f l 9  5. Ilotlx o i i l ~ ,  
n-.  - -  

A  rel l -bull t  I n o - ~ e i t e r  drslco-the ' ~ A s c o t  " ssloon 

is  strelched over t h e  iuof. Tlie boily hns 
iiicely tlowiiig liiies, a n d  the  fiiiisli is 
iclieued b2 ;i cfii-oniiiim s t r i  Tliis s ide-  
i n r  c o s k  25 10s. Dofly J I I ~ ,  £18. 

The  "Systoi i  Sports ,"  Xlotlcl 72, re- 
ii>aiiis unaltered and  is aii a t t r ac t ive  
spor t s  job co l t ing  £17 19s. 6d.  Body 
ullly, £10 15s. 

Designed w an nclult two-senter, tlie 
" Hurliiigham," JIodel  8a, has btcii 
greaily impro;etl. Tlie tnil has breit 
giveil a downward sweep,  :iri<l a di>np- 
peariiig Iiood i>; fitted. In t h e  rear sent, 

Ihe passeiiger is iiiiusually weli suppor ted  
aiid tlicre is a grab-rnil which assis ts  
en t ry  aiicl exit. T h e  price is £22 10s. 
Body oiily. £14. 

.\ liglit two-se:itcr is kiiowii a s  the  
" Keiiilwortli," Model 8D. I t  accoiiirno- 
da les  ;i11 adu l t  aiid a child and  i s  now 
loiiger, wider niid hns more room in Ihe 
rear  seat. It is a n  enclosed sidecar  with 
a l:iliric.co~ereil head aiid d r tachab le  
wnterprool  top. aiid i t  costs  £19 15s. 
Doily oiily, £12 15s. 

Tlie " Uedloi-d " toui-tr, Model  SD, is 

LI1 155. 

The  " .\voii ile Luxc J,~iiiicli," \loilel 
I l ,  is gre:!ly impr:\-+<l. I t ;  t l$~!i  : ! ~ p ~ s  
slightly tlownwar(ls towrirtls tlie bois., i t  
has  a iiew aiid brl t rr- l t>okii ig t ; i i l ,  i i i .  

creased locker spnce, a I i i g g a ~ e  riiil d:i 

t he  back, a disappenring liond, 11ii.e-e- 
piece screeii arid n t\vo-coloiir f i i i i , l i .  I t  
conts £24 10s. Botly otily. £16. 

Lastly, comes t h e  " hlarlorve .Siin 
Saloon," Nodel  12. I t  is iiiialtei-ed and  
is a lull saloon with a lauiich-like iio*e 
aiid a strearnliiied rool. Tlie price is 
X22 5s. Body  oiily, £14 2s. 611. l'lis 
" Cniiei-;:il " cli.is*is cosls £8 153.' 



Swallow Gadabout 
It was called Two Wheeler, o r  Mr.  and Mrs. Everyman. This small1 machine was ideal for short 

distance travel in town or country. The prototype was a Mark I Swallow Gadabout.  which was on loan 
to staff at the Moror Cycle Magazine for a couple of months. 

The frame consisted of two 174in. diameter 16 gauge tubes running forward from each side of 
the rear wheel. Joining the two side tubes. towards the rear. are two transverse tubes- one  forward, 
one aft, of the engine. The braking system consisted of 5in. diameter internal expanding brakes fitted 
to both wheels. The 125 c.c. Villiers two-stroke engine unit was supported by two transverse frame 
tubes. The gearbox was three speed. Ignition was by flywheel magneto, which incorported 6 volt coils 
for lighting. The petrol tank was fitted to the  rear of the machine and had a capacity of two gallons of 
petrol. The seat was a hinged arrangement, and when raised it disclosed the to01 tray. alongside the 
fuel tap.  During the two months trial at Motor C\~clc. Magazine feedback concerning performance was 
very favourable. 

However, 1 must returri to Helliwells and the war. In June 1938 the British Government had 
announced that our  own aircraft industry could not manufacture eriough aircraft to meet the 
expansion of the RAF and it was to buy 200 Lockheed Hudsons and 2110 North American Harvards 
from the States. This decision was universally unpopular as it was thought that it would be at the 
expense of our  industry but was expedient as the latter was fully engaged in producing Hurricanes, 
Spitfires and the like. The  choice was wise because the Hudson had the range to fly the Atlantic and 
were badly needed to  guard our  Western approaches. All we had then was the Anson 1 which was a 
delightful aircraft to fly but limited in range and performance. Also we did need a moderri type of 
trainer and the robust Harvard met our  requirements; deliveries of these started early in 1939 whereas 
the British equivalent, the Miles Master, did not come off the production line til1 the end of 1940. I 
was to know the Harvard well as we had them for introduction to Hurricanes and Spitfires in fighter 
OTIJ's in the Middle East .  Early in 1943 1 flew a Harvard on a 1300 journey up  the Nile Valley from 
Carthago, near Port Sudan, to  Cairo (Heliopolis) and Ismailia in the Canal Zone and back when 
investigating the move of my unit. This necessitated 3 stops each way as its range was limited. 

In 1938 Helliwells obtained a contract to make bomb beamsfor Wellington aircraft, these were 
about 20 ft long and they made about 8 a week. Next year they also got a contract to d o  servicing and 
repairs for Harvard aircraft: which the larger U.K.  manufacturers were too  busy to undertake. Some 
of these jobs were also done at their other factories at  Treforest, Glamorgan, Kings Norton and 
Bescot. Later during the war, aircraft servicing was extended to  working on Seafires (naval version of 
the  Spitfire) and other types. Civilian ground engineers who had worked for flying clubs were 
recruited to help with these jobs. 

T H E  A E R O D R O M E  - 194617 



Helliwell's test pilot during the war was Peter Clifford. who later went t o  hecome pilot to the 
firm Ductile Steel. There was also another pilot, Ron Bradley, who moved on to  Westlands at Yeovil. 
O n e  of the civilian ground engineers recruited during the war was Ted Roberts. who was still at 
Walsall servicing aircraft in 1956. l-Ie reports that during the war overtime and weekend working was 
commonplace. O n  one occasion he worked on a Harvard KF.729 which he later saw pictured in a 
newspaper being flown by the Duke of Edinburgh at Smith's Lawn. Windsor Great  Park. On  another 

H .  R.  H.  TIie Dukr of' Edinburgh flies over Wind.sor Cu.\tle in u North Arnerictrn Harvrrrd 11 durirzg I1i.s 
flying training ufter World War I I .  Hr  receiivd his wings in 1953. 

occasion he had to  warn off a Flying Fortress with a red Very light as it was circling the aerodrome 
apparently with the intention of landing and the runway was much too short for such a large aircraft. 
Another aircraft flown by a Canadinn Air Transport Auxiliary Jack Fitzgerald, attempting to  land at 
W:ilsall in 1931. claimed that the wet grnss prevented him stopping his aircraft in time and he overshot 
the runway colliding with a lorry on the road. the driver of which was killed. A t  the Coroner's Inquest. 
a locnl man. Charles Haden o f  Gladstone Street, Walsall, gave evidence that he got off his bicycle 
having seen the aircraft circling the aerodrome and intending to  land. H e  realised that the aircraft was 
travelling too fast to  stop and tried to warn the lorry driver but the latter had failed to  understand his 



signals. He, himself, had to fall flat on his face and the aircraft passed over him: later he found the 
body of the driver in the ditch. The verdict on the driver. John Fox of Great Barr, was accidental 
death. 

Towards the end of the war Helliwells were still servicing various types of aircraft. sorne 
Bostons with Free French markings, Ansons and a nurnber of Seafires, were seen at Walsall. though 
exactly what work was done on them is not known. Around this time Helliwells acquircd a Globe Swift 
froni the Texan firm. This aircraft had a Continental 6 cylinder opposed engine which gave it a cruising 
speed of 140 niph, a short landing and take off run and being a four seater would have been ideal for 
private owncrs. Its range was just over 500 miles, burning about 7 gallons an hour. The! also had a 
similar low wing monoplane. a Percival Proctor G-AHGT. with a Gipsy 6engine. With Peter Clifford 
flying it the Proctor was used for avariety of jobs. On  one occasion he took ~ i p  a child with apersistent 
whooping cough for an hour's flight and it is reported that the cough was cured! In July 1917 this 
aircraft was used to give air experience to the 16th Walsall Air Scouts who were given trips ovcr 
Cannock Chase and Sutton Park. Clifford had had a Pilot's "B" Cornrnercial Flying Licence since 
l931 and put in a lot of flying. These aircraft were used for air taxi work and the fares quoted as 
cxamples were Jersey $31, Irelandf48. It is reported that a firm callcd Kenningr Airways (presumably 
an offshoot of the garage) also operated from Walsall, but little information is available about thern. 

In 1948 the future of the aerodrome was discussed by the Walsall Chamber of Commerce and 
in subsequent years in the Walsall Council. There had been somc pressurc to have the aerodrome 
extended so that it could take larger and more modern aircraft and this would have entailed buying 
up more land. Flying activity had been increasing up to 1951 and Hclliwells had promised their co- 
operation should the acrodrorne be extended. Their lease extended til1 1958. It is thought that as both 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton were extending their acrodromes ahoiit this time the Walsall 
Council bad considered that further commercial development at Walsall was a doubtful proposition. 

As stated earlier in parallel with their aviation work Helliwells resurrected the motor cycle side 
car construction after the war and produced one of the first motor scooters. In 1950 Helliwells sold off 
the side car business to Watsonian. an established rnanufacturcr in this linc, but as far as 1 can find out 
some construction work on side cars went on at Walsall up to 1956, so it would appear that the 
conditions of sale included such co-operation. Eric Sanders was still concerned with activities at 
Walsall Acrodrorne and as he happened to bc a friend of Sir John Black, the head of Standard 

Extructs froni an unlitiobzw Aviation Journal. 

A YANK I N  ENGLAND.-Powered by a Continental flat-six engine. tl ie Globe GC-10 Swift is now flying in Eidgland. I t  
has a variable-pitcli airrcrcw cruiser at 140 rn.p.h., and does some 503 miles on 28 U.S. gallons of fuel in just ovcr 31 hours. 

1 ,  firm. a subsidiary of Tube Investments, Ltd.. use 
is pictured a t  Helliwell's main base. Walsall Airport. 

The Globe Swift 
H R E E  G L O R E  S W I F T  light aeropl:inec a r r  ninv n n  111; T . .  . .  . 
Hrii ish C i v i l  Krgistcr. Onc, G - A H U U .  i r  nlrendy i 1 1  W;il\;iIl, 

StaRordsliire, and is owned by  He l l i \ re l l j  Lrd. I h c  Swifr. w i i h  
two side-by-sidc sci ls i n  n roorny cabin. is one o f  tl ic clc.iiicci- 
look ing o f  Aincrican persoiisl a ircraf t  and has n Cunlincni;iI 
C-125 six-cylinder hori7oni:illy oppoted air-co»lr<l erisinc. 
u.hicli givcs 125 h.p. nt 2.550 r.p.ni f i>r i n l e - o l i  .il <c:\-lcvel. 

I l ircc v c i r i t ~ i i i  o f  t l ic Swif i .  d i f fcr i i ig in  pu\rci- p l ; i i i~ .  cic . h ~ v c  
so fa r  beeri ;iw;irdcd C iv i l  Aeron.ii i i ic\ Adniinirir. ir ion ccr i i f i -  
crites corrcs onding to  o i i r  C. o f  A.. and ihc 125 1i.p. Switi. 
wi th n v: i r ia~le-pi ic l i  airbcrcw. is ni>% being mi t r -p roduccd ;it 
[h r  G lohc Aircrkift Corporni i r in Wui-ka a t  For t  Worih.  Tzxas. 

A rnnxirniirn rpeed o f  I 50  rn.p.h. at 2.550 r.p.rn n i  te:i-lcvel 
i r  cl.iirncd f o r  the (;C-IH Sw i f i  w i ih  the Coniirirrii.11 C-125. 
:inc1 : ) t  :I c r i i i i i ng  cpced i i f  IS0 1n.p.h. (2.300 r.p ni . )  i l le r:iiigc 
i \  i l 2  i i i i lc i .  i ici i ig i l i c  ~ o n i p l ~ i c  ~:ink;ige o f  28 U S  gii l lon\. 
'l-;!kc-off i i i n  is j i i \ t  ovcr 2 l h yd,.. clirnb 1.000 fi. in  i l ic  f i r \ i  
inii i i i tc. :ind iu i ic l i -down i\ rn.idc :it 48 rn.p.h., p i i l l ing i ip in  
i indcr 125 yds. The ici-vicc ceil ing is lh.000 Ei .  

Tlic rolc 'ICiiiCn Clohe S ~ i l r  nn the l l r i i i \h  rcgi\rer i% 1111, niactitne. 
C-.\tIL'C, onncd h!. Iielli,icll\ Lid. FiiII deiign:itiiin n l  [hi, Ino-wnirr  
i\ GC- I l l .  and i l  v i l l  hc r c c ~ ~ l l ~ ~ d  1Ii: i i  j i i \ l  alicr ihc *sr ,  l l c l l i ~ ~ c l l ~  *crc 
c,iri\idcriril: prodiicing l l i c  lypc tinder liccnrc. Power plan1 i\ a 125-h.p. 
C<iiiiiricnfsl, and ihc tap specd ic 150 m.p.h. Sv in  ir 29 I t .  1 in.; aiid all-iip 

svei-hf 1,710 111. 



THE LAST HARVARD A T  W A L S A L L  - 1957 (Aircrtrfi KF 729 ~erviced hy Ted Roherts) 

Back Row: Holroyd U .K .  Williams Roberts Haw,kin.s Walkpr Robson Salrrr Lambert 
Front Row: Harris Gudrun Mills 

Triumph Cars. i t  is easy to understand how Helliwells became involved with the constructiori of a 
sports car based on Tr i~ imph  T R 3  components and intended for the Americiiri market. Some 
discussions took place with a Mr.  Arthur Anderson. whose firni the Rome Cable Company of 
Torrance. California, was to arrange the importation and marketing of this car in the States. The  car 
was to  be called the Swallow Doretti.  though if any Italian design work was invcilved is not kriown: it 
could have been an advertising ploy to  attract Americari customers. It was a prctty little car with a steel 
tube chassis and aluminium panelled bodywork, obviously intended as a competitor to the M.G.B.  
which was then very populnr in California. About 300 cars were produced of which some 200 were 
exported to  the States where it sold for around $2700; then production abruptly ceased and the reason 
why is obscure. However in 1950 Helliwells were taken over by the Tube Investmcnts Group and the 
Swallow Doretti was actually produced while under the control of T.1.  It was rumoured that pressure 
had been brought to  bear on them by another of their larger customers. a motor manufacturer who 
did not want to  have a competitor with this type of car. 

Eric Srrndcrs was largely responsible for getting the T. I .  Group to  produce the Swallow Doretti 
and he had put his plan to  Sir Ivan Stedford. their Chairman. It was. of course. good business for the 
T. I .  Group. who would be supplying most of the materials for the chassis and body framework. An 
established engineer, Frank Rainbow, had been commissioned to  desigri the car and he  and Anderson 
discussed dctails. Work began on the desigri in January 1953 and Rainbow was given 9 rnonths to  
produce a prototype. The chassis was to  be 50 ton Chrome Molybdenum steel tubc and the body light 
alloy sheet. It was actually longer and wider thnn the Triumph T R 2  though it used the latter's coil 
spring and wishbone suspension. Lockheed hydraulic drum brakes were fitted at front 
and rear. There were bucket seats covered in leather and it was reported that the hood could be 
erected in half a minute. The prototype was completed on time and shipped t o  the States on the 
"Queen Mary" for Anderson to drive round the Standard Triumph dealers for comments. Sanders 
refused to allow Rainbow t o  make any changes though there had been some criticism particularly on 
inadequate room for luggage and production was started t o  the prototype design. Perhaps this was one 
of the reasons for its short run as the design appears t o  have been planned as a racing car and was 
limited as a two seater. Apparently Rainbow wanted the car to be used in competitions realising that 
this would give it publicity and help sales but Sanders was against this and he is reputed to  have 
stopped one being entered for the Jabbeke Ostend motorway race. It could be that he thought the 
perforniarice was not good enough though it had a two-litre engine, twin carhurettors and a 4-speed 
box; in the States some "hottirig-up" hnd heen done.  However the car received a "good press" and 



Ted Roherts servicing a Senfire (circa 194617) 

sold steadily in the U.K. and the States but it could be that it fell between two stools as being neither 
a racing nor a sports car. This theory is supported by the  fact that a Mk.2 version was designed called 
the Sabre on the 2+2  plan, with sniall seats behind suitable for children and a proper boot for luggage. 
Production still continued on the original version which appeared at the 1954 Motor Show, and the 
price was £777 o r  f l.101 with tax, the top speed being given as 101 inph. Although the factory had by 
then been taken over by the T.I. Group I think the car was rnarketed as being built by Helliwells at 
Walsall Aerodrome. 

In California. Anderson arranged a promotion display for the car at the Ambassador Hote1 in 
Los Angeles. All seemed to be going well but in February 1955 it was decided to reduce producticin 
from 15 cars a week to 5 and later that year it ceased altogether. No explanation was given for this and 
the car appeared to be selling well. was the rumour about external pressure from a conipetitor correct? 

Helliwells had been a firm which looked after the welfare of its employees. In 1946 their 
amateur dramatic society produced a pantomime "Aladin". which was shown at the Avion cinema in 
Aldridge and elsewhere, raising f l 5 0  for the Red Cross. This was an entirely amateur production 
being written by Len Harper and Jack Ludford, Eva Brown was Aladin and Phyllis Haighway the 
principal boy, though the orchestra was borrowed from the South Staffordshire Regiment. Somewhat 
later they took on the lease of Aldridge Lodge at £750 p.a.  and planned tci spend £5,000 on 
renovations. This was then to be  used as a social club with the grounds available for football, cricket, 
tennis and bowls. 



T H E  SWALLOW D O R E T 7 1  

Properr\' of Cdr. L. D.  Vazighun, U S N ( R t d . )  
Reproditred hi  kincl perrnrcciotl o/ rlie nri t irz i  



However the aerodrome itself was in decline as Helliwells had triinsferred their aircraft 
servicing to  Elmdon though they still kept a flying school at Walsall. O n  8 Oct.  '56 Helliwells wrote 
to the Town Clerk surrendering the lease of the aerodrome as it was coiting them too much to run 
single handed and the last Harvard had been serviced in the summer of that year. Talbot Stead took 
over the lease though they did not want to  use the aerodrome. They had ideas about building a 
scientific research station there but this was refused by the three Councils concerned, Walsall. 
Aldridge and Staffordshire heing averse to further industrialisation of the area. In spite of this. Talbot 
Stead kept to  the terms and conditions of their lease and provided a sports centre with facilities at 
Aldridge Lodge. In the following year. 1957. Tube Investnients made a planning application for a 
smaller unit which was not to extend beyond the existing building line. Walsall Council approved this 
but made stipulations that the frontage was to  be irnproved with flower beds and trees. The firm of 
Helliwells had rnade the decision to  cease aircraft work at Walsall some two years earlier as they 
reckoned the aerodrome was costing them £2,000 a year to run. The announcement about this in the 
local papers made the rather extraordinary rernark that the aerodrome had only been used by "seven 
aircraft in the last four years", which surely rnust be wrong as Helliwells were servicing aircraft there. 
Perhaps thcy meant that there had been only 7 genuine visitors in that time, or  did the reporter just 
get it wrong! 

Helliwells were to carry on their motor and motor cycle business at the aerodrome in the 
existing factory, though later Tube Investments made this into their computer iinit. The Swallow 
Doretti has not entirely disappeared and at least 4 are known to exist. though there could he more in 
the States. One  helongs to  Cdr.  Lynn D .  Vaughan. who was kind enough to supply the photographs 
that are included here and this car rippears to be almost in showroom condition: he keeps it in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. An article on the Swallo\v Doretti appeared in the Classic & Si)ort.\. C'ur in Sept. 
'88. which was written by Mike Lawrence and describes an expedition made by hirn with photographer 
Phil Rudge and Duncan Rabagliati in two Swallow Dorettis to call on the designer of the car, Frank 
Rainbow, in the West Country where he was enjoying retirement. A fourth belonged to a Mr.  
Hughes, of High Street. Willenhall was raced hy him and his son Danny got to hear that it still cxisted 
in Scotland. Having traced the owner he made an expedition there to recover it and brought it back 
to Willenhall where he hopes to find mechanics who worked on the original manufacture of the car 
to help him restnre it; he is also looking for a handhook for the car. 
By the end of the \var Helliwells had become a sizeable concern with a numher of rather scattered 
factories. Thoiiph the headquarters and aerodrome was at Walsall the main manufacturing was done 
at factories at Treforest and Aberdare, near C'ardiff. and the total workforce had heen over 3,000. 
When T.I. took over the firm in 1950 surne consolidation took place and in particular they expanded 
the Aherdnre factory and abandoned the one at Trefcxest. which was unsuitable for the larger 
componentsfor aircraft they were then making. They had really strirted with Harvards and worked up 
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FILMED BEFORE FIRST FLIGHT 

S T .  M A T T H E W ' S  A I R  SC'OUTS - JULY 1937 

Par- of Walsall St. Mnrthew's Air  Scorrts alongside Helliwell's Proctor V ,  before taking off for thcirfirst 
jlight. Chir fy i lo t  at the aerodrome Peter Clifford said Iie hopet1 more  of  these flights can hc nrrringerl 

and thut it will encourage olhers to  learn to  f l y .  

Before tuking theirfirstjlight in  a Proctor V ,  frorn Walsall Airport, o n  Sunda j ,  St. Mattheiv ' .~ Air Scou t .~  
were filmed h y  Mr. L.  G. Stanley, the Wulsall Sea Scorrt.~' Scour Master. 

an association with the North American Aviation Co. so that they assembled the bulk of this type sent 
over here under the "Lease-Lend" prograinme. These arrived at Walsall in the C K D  (completely 
knocked down) condition. They were still doing overhauls on Harvards in l953 and two test pilots, 
Jack Gudriin and Roger Mills were kept busy at Walsall doing tlight tests. They also made engine 
cowlings for Canberras and serviced the Ministry of Transport Civil Aviation Fleet with a unit ;it 
Stansted. which had one Avro XIX, five Consuls, 5 Doves, 3 Princes and one Chipmunk. The 
Managing Director was then Mr. George Taylor Powell. who had joined the firm in 1947. They alao 
had factories at  Bescot and Kings Norton: though these were closed down in the late 1950's with the 
contraction of their aircraft work. The  factory at Walsall has now been taken over by the parent 
company, Tube Investrnents Ltd. ,  and accommodates their computer unit. 

Mr. C .  J .  Waterfield of 21 Scott Road, Walsall. who was once employed by Helliwells and then 
lived close to the aerodrome, has given me notes on a number of aircraft he saw at the aerodrome. 
These are: 
Tipsy G-AFSC owned by R.  V. and M. H .  Smith, at Walsall in 1945 but still esisting. 
Aeronca 100 G - A E X D ,  owned by M. A .  and R. W .  Mills, ditto. 
Auster demonstrator belonging to Kennings Ltd.  
Two U.S.A.F.  Piper Cubs noted to have invasion white stripes and believed to be used for artillery 

spotting. 
Sparrowhawk G-ADNL,  B. A .  Swallow G-ADMF, Aeronca 50c G-AFJC. Aeronca 100 G -  

AEXD,  Avro Avian G-ACKE,  Miles Whitney Straight G - A E V A ,  Wicko G - A E N U ,  plus numcrous 
Harvards were all seen at Walsall while he worked there between Sept. ' l 5  and Feb. '46. Helliwella 
owned and used Percival Proctor G - A H G T  and Tiger Moth G-AHLA in the late 1940s or early 'SOS 
and at that time they were working on a number of Seafires (Naval version of Spitfire). A Westland 
Wallace and a Mosquito were on the scrap heap at the back of the hangars. 

The  aerodrome at Walsall lasted for a mere 32 years but its esistence is fairly obvious to 
passers-by even now thkty years after it closed. which is more than can be said for many R A F  and 
other airfields which have reverted to agriculture or even been built over like the riursery of private 
flying at  Stag Lane. If this little book has served to  keep alive some memories of an  cntirely crcditiible 
period in the history of Walsall it will not have been written in vain. 

Finally, Helliwells seem to have had original ideas aboiit advertiscmerits nncl I ain including 
here 3 which may be of interest. 
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