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ABOVE: With the hood up, Doretti offers 

Doretti is good weather protection. The rear 
window is big enough to atone to some 
degree for the lack of Quarter lights . . . 

A F R I E N D  was rccently lent a sleek grey sports car 
for a short clrivc. H e  parked the vehicle in Flinders 

St., hIclbournc, and rushcd into Tattersall's to buv a 
lottery tickct. Five minutcs later he returned to findhis 
car'\\-as the centre of the day's biggest trafic jam. Hun- 
drcds of pcdcstrians, dozens of car drivcrs and a few 
tranls had all stopped to look at and admire that 
elegant Swallow Doretti .  

Although thc Doretti has an Jtalian name, it's made 
by one of England's most fanlous car builders-the 
Swallow Coachbuilding Co., of Staffordshire. Before 

the war they madc the low and fascinating SS sports 
cars. 

Because it's using thc s a ~ n c  inotor and transmission 
as thc Triumph T R  2, people are inclined to think 
that thc Dorctti is a snob vcrsion of thc Triumph. Far 
from it. I 'he ncwcomer has a tubular steel chassis, 
longcr \vheel-base and thc motor seven inches further 
back in tllc frame. 

Only a very limited numbcr of Dorcttis were landed 
in Australiq before thc ncw models arrived rcccntly. 
T h e  . distinctly . Continental . . lincs, plus the namc Doretti 
on the tront makc this car a real crowd-stopper. 

Moderately priccd at a littlc under £1,600, the 
Swallow offers high speed luxury for two people. 

T h c  latcst Dorettis lla,vt wire wheels and an electric 
Laycock de  Normanville overdrive as standard equip- 
ment, putting the car well into thc 100-m.p.h. class. 

1Yeighing just on 18 t ca~ t . ,  the Swallow scales the 
same as the Triumph, in spitc of a heavier-looking, all- 
enveloped body. T h e  body ,constructio11 uscs the 
double skin principle with a 22-gauge steel inner shell 
and 16-gauge aluminium outer skin. The  complete 
body shell is bolted onto the chassis, hut sections of it 
can easily he rcnloved for unbending in the event of a 
smash. 

\lJell streamlined, the Doretti has an unusual l~ long 
bonnet with an impressive powcr bulge centrally 
situated up front. 

A one-piecc curvcd windscreen is sta.ndard equip- 
ment, but for thc  competition-minded, an acro scrcen 
can bc obtained amongst the specd equipment n~hich 
includcs an undcrshield, cockpit covcr and rear \vhecl 

Under the forward hinged bonnet of the Doretti 
every point is easily accessible. Unusual header The  door sidcs are as high as thc mudguards and 

tank is worthy of notice . , . gi1.c good neathcr protectio:l as docs the plastic soft 
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